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Mr. Srennis, from the Committee on Armed Services, 
= submitted the following 


J 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 1912 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1912) to provide for conveyance of certain land to the city of New 
Orleans, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with 
an amendment and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT TO THE BILI 


Amend the bill as follows: 
On page 1, line 3, delete the word ‘‘Defense”’ and substitute in lieu 
thereof the words “the Air Force” 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


S. 1912 would authorize the conveyance to the city of New Orleans 
of 376.03 acres of land located adjacent to the Moisant International 
Airport at New Orleans. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


City of New Orleans furnished all funds for the acquisition 

During World War II it was apparent that the International Airport 
at New Orleans would require expansion. It was difficult, however, 
for the city to secure the land promptly enough to meet the emergency 
conditions. As a consequence of this situation, and in view of the 
interest of the then Air Corps in the expansion of this facility, the 
Under Secretary of War arranged to acquire the land by condemnation, 
the payment to be made by funds made available for-the purpose by 
the city of New Orleans. 
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This property was to be turned over to the city of New Orleans 
after the Government had acquired it, and in return for this con- 
vevance the city of New Orleans was to lease the eeepensy to the 
United States for a nominal consideration of $1 per ve 


The original plan to convey the property to the city of Ne w Orleans was 
not carried out through oversight 

Although payment for the property was made by funds belonging to 
the city of New Orleans, with the Federal Government acting as a sort 
of agent, the property was not subsequently conveyed to the city of 
New Orleans in accordance with the original plan. It appears that 
this deviation from the original plan was the result of oversight incident 
to the heavy pressure of business during the wartime emergency, and 
the fact that the Federal Government actually was using the airport. 


The subsequent enactment of the Surplus Airports Act in 1948 makes this 
di gislation n necessary 

In 1950 the property was turned over to the General Services 
Administration for disposition as surplus. The Department of 
Defense was the disposal agency. In attempting to convey the prop- 
erty to the city of New Orleans under the Surplus Property Act, it was 
found that the city of New Orleans was unwilling to accept the con- 
veyance with the numerous restrictions which in the meantime had 
been imposed by the amendments to the Surplus Property Act con- 
tained in the Surplus Airports Act enacted in 1948. Furthermore, 
neither the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics, the Secretary of the 
Air Force, nor the Secretary of the Navy is willing to make a finding 
that these restrictions should be set aside, as is authorized under the 
law. 

As a result of the above circumstances, special legislation is required 
to convey the property to the city of New Orleans. 

Summary 

This real estate was bought from funds made available by the city 
f New Orleans. No Federal funds were expended. 

‘he acquisition was for the purpose of expansion, and removal of 
flight hazards, at the International Airport. 

The Surplus Airports Act, with its numerous restrictions as to sub- 
quent use of surplus airports, was enacted several years after the 
original agreement between the city of New Orleans and the Federal 
Government was made. 

[It therefore appears that the Federal Government has a clear moral 
obligation to convey this property to the city of New Orleans in 
accordance with the original agreement, as the bill provides. 

The Department of Defense recommends the legislation, as is indi- 
cated by the following letter to the chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee from the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ArIR Force, 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
Washington, October 9, 1951. 
Hon. Rrcwarp B. Russet, 


Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate. 


Dear Mr. CaatrMan: The Secretary of Defense has delegated to this Depart- 
ment the responsibility for expressing the views of the Department of Defense 
as they pertain te vour request for a report on 8S. 1912, a bill to provide for con- 
veyance of certain land to the city of New Orleans. 
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The purpose of the proposed legislation is to authorize and direct the Secretary 
of Defense to convey to the city of New Orleans, La., all right, title, and interest 
of the United States to approximately 376.03 acres of land situated in the town 
of Kenner, Jefferson Parish, La. 

The property concerned was acquired for the removal of flight hazards and the 
expansion of Moisant International Airport, New Orleans, La. 

In April 1944 and May 1945, the Under Secretary of War approved directives 
authorizing the acquisition by the United States of fee title to approximately 480 
acres of land at the Kenner-Moisant Airport, New Orleans, La., and after acquisi- 
tion, conveyance of the property to the city of New Orleans. The city of New 
Orleans made approximately $300,000 available for the acquisition of this prop- 
erty, and in return for the conveyance of it, the city was to lease the property to 
the United States for a nominal consideration. 

The property was not conveyed to the city of New Orleans, and on September 
29, 1949, the greater portion thereof was reported to the General Services Admin- 
istration as being excess to the needs of the Department of the Air Foree. On 
July 7, 1950, the General Services Administrator authorized the Department of 
Defense to dispose of the property pursuant to section 602 (a) (1) of the Federal 
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1950 (Public Law 152, as amended 
by Public Law 754, 8lst Cong.), which continues in effect section 13 (g) of the 
Surplus Property Act of 1944, as amended (Public Law 289, 80th Cong.), and 
designated the Secretary of Defense as disposal agent. This authority was dele- 
gated to the Department of the Air Force and then redelegated to the Office, 
Chief of Engineers. 

The city of New Orleans has informed the Civil Aeronautics Administration 
that it will not accept a conveyance of the property with the restrictions and 
reservations required by Public Law 289, Eightieth Congress. Under the pro- 
visions of Public Law 289, Eightieth Congress, a conveyance of these lands to 
the city of New Orleans could not be made free of restrictions, conditions, or 
reservations, as contemplated by this proposed legislation, unless upon a deter- 
mination of the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics, the Secretary of the Air 
Force, or the Secretary of the Navy, that such conveyance is necessary to protect 
or advance the interests of the United States in civil aviation or for the national 
defense. 

The appropriate authorities have not found the interests to warrant the making 
of the determination required by Public Law 289, Kightieth Congress. There- 
fore, in order to effect a conveyance of the unrestricted title in the deseribed lands 
to the city of New Orleans, and thus fulfill a moral obligation, it is necessary that 
the proposed legislation be enacted. 

It is recommended that the words “Secretary of Defense’”’ on line 3 of the bill 
be changed to read ‘“‘Secretary of the Air Force.” 

The Department of the Air Force on behalf of the Department of Defense 
favors the enactment ofS. 1912. 

This report has been coordinated among the departments and boards of the 
Department of Defense in accordance with prescribed procedures. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
R. L. Griparric, 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. 
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